Daycare Autumn Term 2019
Nursery Rhymes and Songs
Our topic this term is ‘Nursery Rhymes and Songs’. We made choices together to
decide which nursery rhymes and songs we wanted to explore. Although we
participate in singing sessions every day, some of the songs we learnt were new to us.
We incorporated the songs into our learning and used them to support our
development. We marched to the top of the amphitheatre to develop our physical
skills when learning the ‘Grand Old Duke of York’ and also learnt about our emotions
through ‘Humpty Dumpty’. We created a display to represent our learning journey.
We added to the board throughout the term.

Staff Reflection
This topic allowed the children to learn some traditional nursery rhymes and songs, which they loved sharing with their families. Not
only do songs support language acquisition and speaking, but it is also a great way to engage children in all areas of the curriculum.

Pupil Reflections
“Humpty Dumpty sat on the wall, he fell off” (Safa, age 2)
“Duke of York, top of hill” (Thea, age 2)
“Jade put the fire on the kettle, we had chocolate milk” (Zak, age 3)

Pre-School Autumn Term 2019
Me and My Family / Super Shapes and
Mega Numbers
Pre-School welcomed 19 new families into our morning and afternoon
sessions. The children have been working through their emotions,
building up new relationships with their key person and their new peer
group. This took a lot of time and close partnership working with our
parents to ensure a smooth transition into Pre-School life.

During our P4C ‘Thinking Friday’s’ session we asked the children (over the
course of the term):
‘Would you rather have fur or feathers all over your body?’
This tied in with our key text for the topic Me and My Family. The children
were then given the choice again during our adult focus activity to create their
own body.

For Super Shapes and Mega Numbers, the children were engaged in
identifying number/quantity and corresponding shapes. We asked our
parents to engage in some home learning with their children and sent
home the shapes the children had covered during the course of the topic,
this is now in their learning books.
Throughout the two terms we have worked on building up the childrens
confidence in their own ability. We have worked with our families to build
up regular attendance, patience and resilience. Most children are now
toilet training, learning how to dress themselves and trying new foods.

Nursery Autumn Term 2019
Welcome to Nursery!
Overview
During this term the children have settled into Nursery. They have made new
friends and are starting to play with them. They have learnt the rules, routines
and expectations of Nursery. Children have enjoy learning inside and outside
and are becoming confident, independent learners.
We looked at pictures of us as babies and talked about how we have changed.
We have learnt lots of songs and Nursery Rhymes.
We have played lots of games to develop our listening skills.

Staff Reflections
“The children have settled into Nursery. They are happy learning independently,
with familiar adults and other children. It is lovely to see the children enjoying
learning inside and outside, doing a wide range of activities.” Mrs Revis
“The children have made a great start to Nursery. They are building good
relationships with adults and peers and learning each other’s names.
They are becoming more independent at putting on their own coat and shoes
and using the toilet.” Mrs Fisher

Pupil Reflections
“I like Nursery because it’s fun.” Adam B
“I like playing with my friends.” Inaya
“I like playing outside because I like climbing in the garden.” Mariya

Reception Summer Term 2019: Wonderful Words & Let’s Celebrate
Overview
In reception we started the school year with a brand new topic called ‘Wonderful Words’. The children were able to explore words, poems
and books and enjoy high quality poetry and fictional texts.
We began with a couple of poems created by Michael Rosen, a celebrated children’s author and a previous Children’s Laureate.
The poems ‘Oh Dear’ and ‘Let me do it’ made the children laugh while, at the same time, developing their understanding of rhythm,
rhyme and alliteration. They practised their oracy skills, performing the poems as a class and with their friends. They used their
imaginations and teamwork skills to create their own verse. This new topic has been a great success and has been thoroughly enjoyed by
the children and their teachers.
For our second term, our topic questions for the topic let’s celebrate were ‘What do you celebrate? How do you celebrate? What do your
friends celebrate? How do they celebrate?”. We launched the topic by inviting the children to wear fancy dress costumes for Halloween.
We talked about other cultural and religious festivals where people wear special clothes, such as: weddings, birthdays, Diwali, Eid and
even graduations.
Our educational visit for this topic was to the SKS Swaminarayan Hindu Temple in Shaftesbury Road. We saw the beautiful interior,
decorated with images of gods and holy people that are important to Hindus. Our guide showed artefacts and talked about Diwali and
other celebrations.
A number of festivals and celebrations have taken place during the term so we have been able to share our experiences of; Diwali,
Halloween and Guru Nanak’s birthday with our friends as they have happened.

Staff Reflections
Mr Bishop said “This has been a great introduction into literacy in reception. The children
have loved being immersed in words and language and this topic has ignited their joy of
books.”
“Let’s Celebrate has enabled the children to understand what is special about themselves
while respecting the faith and cultures of their friends and other people.” Ms Sikdaka

Pupil Reflections
“Oh No, George was so much fun! He had to say sorry to Harris because he made so
much mess.” Aairah RD
“I like walking to temple. We have to take our shoes off so it don’t be messy.” Dhanvi RC

We have looked at similarities and differences in celebrations and how
special clothes, shared meals and fireworks are often part of festivals
from different cultures. Each reception class even held a birthday
party for Maisy Mouse who was a character in one of our core texts.

Year 1 Autumn Term 2019: My Community and Me
Overview
This term Year One have enjoyed the topic ‘My Community and Me’ which has involved developing a sense of the different communities in which we belong. In RE, we
have learned about how to live well with family and friends and how Christians celebrate Christmas. We visited a local church to learn about the Christmas story and are
looking forward to performing the Nativity for our parents and carers. Through the Nativity we have developed our oracy skills and learnt lots of new songs. As
geographers we have learnt about the countries which make up the United Kingdom and what the capital city is. We have also developed our observational skills
through a guided session at Wanstead Flats and through fortnightly walks around school. As Scientists these walks have allowed us to observe seasonal changes and we
have discussed the weather patterns we’ve noticed during autumn and winter. As historians we have been learning about the differences between life today and in the
past through an educational visit to Eastbury Manor House in Upney. We have also been looking at what it means to be independent and resilient, two of our school
attributes, and have discussed how mistakes help us learn and getting better at things requires effort and hard work.

Staff Reflections
'I really enjoyed hearing the children talk about their community and finding out the groups in which they belong' Miss Morgan-Abel
'This term I have thoroughly enjoyed focusing on the children's oracy skills through the Christmas Nativity' Miss Itiacandy

Pupil Reflections
“I liked the trip to Eastbury Manor House” Husain 1C
“My favourite thing was making passports” Raid 1B
“I liked making family tree with mum and Grandma” Nicole 1A
“I enjoyed going to Wanstead Flats and doing activities with Barnaby Bear” Ariana 1D

Year 2 Autumn Term 2019: A Walk in the Woods
Overview
Year 2 have had an enchanting start to the year through our first topic, ‘A Walk in the Woods.’
We have been considering how important the woods are as a habitat for many animals. We visited Wanstead Flats and used a
variety of equipment to find mini-beasts. We also looked at how we can protect our environment so that we can preserve
animals’ habitats.
In English, we also looked at how the woods can be a magical and enchanting place as a story setting. We learnt the story of
Little Evie in the Wild Wood off by heart using actions which helped us develop our storytelling voices. We then used this to
help us write and publish our own enthralling stories about the woods.
The enchantment of the woods was captured through our exciting trip to Epping Forest where the language from the stories we
read was brought to life. Before our eyes, ‘the trees made a tunnel’ to show us the way while we watched the ‘golden leaves
turning together in a spiral dance’ just like Little Evie herself. We used the 50p money to provide coaches to take us to Epping
Forest which enabled us to experience a real forest. An invaluable experience that enabled the children to develop their
language skills by placing themselves in the setting of the story.

Staff Reflections
"Children enjoyed their trip to Epping Forest which gave them a better understanding of what a British Woodland is. This
first-hand experience of being in the woods enabled them to use descriptive language in their writing." Mrs Mojumder.
"I've loved teaching this topic. The children have been captivated by the stories we have read and has been perfectly
complemented by our cross curricular work in science. Our visit to Epping Forest demonstrated the importance of providing
our children with enriching experiences as a way of building their understanding of the world around them." Ms Langford

Pupil Reflections
"I've really enjoyed our topic. I've loved all the stories. My favourite story was Little Evie. My favourite thing was going to
Epping Forest and doing all the activities." Afsa, 2A
"I really liked 'A Walk in the Woods'. All of the stories we read were my favourites. I really enjoyed going to Epping Forest and
seeing how big it was!" Esha Noor, 2D

Year 3 Autumn Term 2019: Digging up the Past
Overview
Year 3 had an exciting start to the year with some brilliant learning and outings.
Our topic ' Digging up the past' has provided us with some fascinating learning opportunities,
from the Stone Age to the Iron Age and then ending with the Romans.
As part of the topic, the children were visited by an expert in Prehistory, from the British
Museum. The children also visited Verulamium Museum, St Albans, where they handled
artefacts; some of these artefacts were 2,000 years old. The children looked around the
museum and saw how the Romans lived, the mosaics they created and learnt about the
hypocaust.
Throughout the topic, the children created artwork based around the Stone Age, Bronze
Age, Iron Age and the Romans. The children made Stone Age tools, Stonehenge pictures as
well as out of clay and mosaics.
With the Specialist Team, the children made time lapse animations of cave animals and hand
prints. They also created a stop motion walk cycle of an early caveman. In drama, the
children learnt a poem called ‘I smell an invasion!’ with actions developing their Oracy and
presenting skills. In Art, the children created cave out of mudroc, dinosaur paintings and
Roman shields.

Staff Reflections
“The children have really enjoyed this topic and have found out lots of
information about the past and how we know about these events today,”
Miss Beasley

Pupil Reflections
Umar 3B - “I have enjoyed learning about the Bronze Age, how they made
swords and shields out of copper!”
Maanas 3C - “I have enjoyed learning about the Romans because we made
Roman shields and learnt about where they lived and how strong they
were when they were fighting!”
Aboobakar 3D “ I enjoyed have enjoyed learning about the Roman because
they came from Italy to get some iron to fight!”
Zehna 3A - “I have enjoyed learning about Pompeii and how the eruption
started!”

Year 4 Autumn Term 2019: A Walk in London and Macbeth
Overview
Ever stood on the glass floor at Tower Bridge? No? Well, we have! That’s the first adventure that took place for Y4 way back
in September. The views of our city were amazing, and this was a great hook for our children to become designers and
builders. Working co-operatively has been key in Y4 as children chose their own teams and roles, supporting each other’s
abilities to make a famous London Landmark! Check them out at Stratford Library! Problem solving has also been a major
element in deciding ‘how’ to attach materials together – masking tape is not always the best!! Ask Arisha C and Tayibah in
4D! Y4 have become great geographers and can tell you where the River Thames starts – thanks to an informative workshop
we had, which extended our knowledge about rivers - how they develop, move and are used for transporting goods all
around the world. Our learning didn’t stop there…enter Macbeth, the humble, kind-hearted, strong leader who was
exploited by Lady Macbeth, his wife! Shakespeare really knew how to tell a great story. This tragic play enabled our children
to develop their writing skills – creating a dialogue between husband and wife, capturing the tension and drama between
two characters. The children’s vocabulary and inference skills were put to the test with Macbeth – understanding the
meanings of words in different contexts - they took the challenge and won! Our trip to The Globe fed our children’s curiosity
about Shakespeare and the Elizabethan era. Standing on the stage and performing like real actors and taking part in an
interactive workshop was truly enjoyed by all. Our Oracy skills have reached a new level - well, almost; some of our children
are not there, yet. And the icing on the cake? That took place in school, when 5 actors worked with our children and then
performed Macbeth just for us! Amazing! Watch out for our buddy actors hitting the stage next…

Pupil Reflections
“I thought it was fun, because of the acting that we got to do. I played the
part of Banquo”. Shaurya, 4D
“I loved the Exhibition at Stratford because all our models made it look like a
real city!” Maliha, 4C
"We loved the Macbeth performance - the sword fighting, the murderers, the
witches and Banquo's ghost! It was fabulous." Class 4D

Staff Reflections
"The trip to Tower bridge was fantastic. Great views of the city." Mrs Talukder
"Seeing the reaction on the children's faces when they saw their work
exhibited at Stratford Library was worth all the effort and hard work!"
Mrs Wilkinson

Year 5 Autumn Term 2019: Ancient Greece
Overview
At the beginning of the term, we spent a lot of time looking at what good learning looks like, linking this to The Learning Power Approach. This is an approach which enables children to take ownership of their
learning.
Our topic this term was Ancient Greece and the key question the children spent answering was, ‘What impact did the ancient
Greeks have on us and how did they influence the modern world?’
The children were immersed in five different research areas of: democracy, entertainment, architecture, Greek sport and Greek
Myths. Learners spent a week on each of these areas to become experts so they were able to articulate the impact the Greeks
had on us today.
In light of learning democracy, learners had an opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament and see where the important
decisions are made today.
We had a variety of writing outcomes, some in the form of a booklet and others in the form of a non-chronological report. The
main writing focus this term was to make sure children were extending their sentences and writing cohesively. The children in
Year 5 focused on orally rehearsing their sentences before writing them down. By doing this, enabled them to make sure their
sentences and writing made sense and was grammatically correct.
Our end of topic celebration started with a Greek Day! They were fully immersed in Greek culture and spent some time
taste-testing a variety Greek snacks!

Pupil Reflections
‘It was enjoyable learning about how the Greeks had an impact on us today. For instance, the Greek architecture of the columns
(which are Doric, Ionic and Corinthian) can be even found in buildings today such as The British Museum.’ (Hafsa and Taslima 5B)
‘It was interesting to learn about the twelve Olympians and their powers.’ (Aryan 5B)
‘Greek day was fun because I was able to try some Greek food that I had never tried before.’ (Hannah 5A)

Staff Reflections
`It is really positive to see the bank of rich knowledge and skills the learners have gained through our cross curricular topic.’
(Mrs Singh)
‘It is nice doing a topic that the children can relate to and experience today as we can still see the impact of the Greek’s legacies
today.’ (Mrs Valli)

Year 6 Autumn Term 2019
Trash “Can we make a Difference?”
Overview
During this topic, the children have been studying the book Trash by Andy Mulligan.
As a hook, the teachers invited a local councillor of Newham, Sasha Das-Gupta, to
come and speak to Year 6 children about some key issues that Newham is currently
facing. In preparation or this, children spent time the previous day to research into
some of London’s biggest issues such as homelessness and the breadth of financial
inequality as well as the growing concerns with climate change.

As we continued to read Trash, the children began to draw connections between key
ideas such as inequality and what it means to be different or treated differently. They
encountered many thought-provoking themes such as the importance of friendship,
the inequalities between the poor and wealthy, the extent of loyalty and the levels of
corruption and power within the political sphere. The children continued to research
into food banks and climate change and voted on which big issue they would like to
explore as a campaign project. However we have found it hard to push forward with
our campaign and are hoping to revisit in the summer term!

Building Learning Power
In Year 6, we have been working really hard with building our learning power,
particularly within our writing in English. We have been exploring what it means to
refine our work in order to achieve high quality outcomes while appreciating the
learning journey and the drafting process which we like to call the ‘Splurge’.
After each part of the planning stage, we splurge our ideas and reflect on the
developments in our skills and ideas through each splurged draft.

Pupil Reflections
“What I really enjoyed about Trash was that it was a way for me to learn descriptive language and it showed us a real understanding of poverty—I feel like I have
exceeded in my writing just by reading the book.” Husayn 6A

Andy Mulligan visit

“I feel like my eyes have been opened upto the realities of people’s lives in other
parts of the world” -Heliankumar 6B

To celebrate the end of this topic, Year 6 will have a once in a lifetime opportunity to
meet Andy Mulligan in January 2020 where they will be able to ask the author
questions about his inspiration behind the book Trash and have the chance to get any
of their personal copies of Andy Mulligan books signed.

"I have really enjoyed reading Trash because it has so much suspense in it. It also
inspired us to write newspaper articles and letters" - Naima 6C
"I've liked talking about politics, it has me very interested! I've really enjoyed
discussing themes like corruption. The book Trash is full of so much suspense"
Shazaib 6D

