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SCERTS at Sandringham

Our School Values

•Children first 				• Inquiring minds			• Research driven
• Agile to change 		            • Nurturing wellbeing
 
What is SCERTS

The SCERTS Model is a research-based educational approach and multidisciplinary framework that directly addresses the core challenges faced by children and persons with ASD and related disabilities, and their families. SCERTS focuses on building competence in Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support as the highest priorities that must be addressed in any program, and is applicable for individuals with a wide range of abilities and ages across home, school and community settings.

SCERTS at Sandringham

At Sandringham we believe in and follow the SCERTS approach because it centres itself around the same core principles which we hold as a school.

Research driven

· The SCERTS model incorporates evidence based practices consistent with the recommendations of the National Research Council (NRC, 2001) of the National Academy of Sciences. 
· A new piece of research from 2018 evaluated the efficacy of the Classroom Social, Communication, Emotional Regulation, and Transactional Support (SCERTS) Intervention (CSI) compared with usual school-based education with autism training modules (ATM):
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/m/pubmed/29939056/ ‘Cluster randomized trial of the classroom SCERTS intervention for elementary students with autism spectrum disorder’

They found that the SCERTS group showed significantly better outcomes than the other group on observed measures of classroom active engagement with respect to social interaction, as well as significantly better outcomes on measures of adaptive communication, social skills, and executive functioning. “This makes a significant contribution to the literature by demonstrating efficacy of a classroom-based teacher-implemented intervention with a heterogeneous group of students with ASD”

Putting children first

It provides specific guidelines for helping a child become a competent and confident social communicator, which is the highest educational priority for a child with ASD.




Agile to Change

SCERTS provides an assessment which can be used when needed to track change and set individual targets.

Inquiring Minds

SCERTS promotes child-led learning and interactions; prioritises staff developing skills in responsivity and atunement to children in order to facilitate children taking a role in their own learning. 

Nurturing well being

All behaviour is seen as purposeful and staff are supported to help students find other ways of meeting these needs if the behaviour is harmful or very unexpected. SCERTS places an emphasis on emotional regulation to ensure students are available for learning and communication development. 

                                       ……………………………………………….

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a borough Newham, provides support in implementing SCERTS and as a school we feel that it is important that we work cooperatively with the Local Authority, outside agencies and the specialists who support us.  SCERTS is designed to help families, educators and therapists work cooperatively as a team, in a carefully coordinated manner, to maximize progress in supporting a child.

For more information the following websites may be useful:

http://scerts.com/

https://network.autism.org.uk/good-practice/case-studies/scerts-framework-used-core-difficulties-associated-asc
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